
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Secular Franciscan Order — St. Francis Region #52 — Southern California 

Fall Edition — 2021 
 

St. Francis Region News! 
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

The newly elected Regional Executive Council (REC) has hit the road running. The elections for the 

16 fraternities that would have been scheduled for 2020 and 2021 have been scheduled from 

June to December of this year. Next year we plan to schedule the elections that are due to occur 

in 2022 along with joint Pastoral and Fraternal visits to as many fraternities as possible to get 

back on track of having the three-year rotation of one visit or election each year. 

Another priority of the REC is to address the various issues that were raised in the report from 

the visitation at the January 2020 Chapter. One change made to improve communication is that 

each of the fraternity Ministers have an assigned REC member as their contact person. If the 

Minister has any questions, concerns, or issues they can reach out to their REC contact for 

assistance. 

Another issue that has arisen has to do with a group that refers to itself as “Third Order 

Franciscans.” I led a Zoom meeting of mostly English-speaking fraternity councils, since those are 

the fraternities that will most possibly be impacted, informing them of the group. But all 

members of our Order need to be aware. Instead of sending out a translated letter, as I originally 

planned, this article will serve to inform all the members of the region. 

A group of disgruntled members of the OFS from Ohio withdrew from the Order and have 

teamed up with friars from the Immaculate Conception Province to create what they call the 

“Community of Franciscan Tertiaries of the OFM Province of the Immaculate Conception.” They 

use the initials TOF after their names, which stands for Third Order Franciscans. However, they 

are not part of the Franciscan Family tree as we are. They follow the Rule and Constitutions of 

1883, which was abrogated (repealed) by Church authority and replaced by our current Rule and 

Constitutions. 

  

Bearing good fruit with Franciscan JOY!        Dando buenos frutos con ALEGRIA Franciscana 

Joy of Francis 
프란치스칸 기쁨의 좋은 열매 맺기            Nẩy sinh hoa trái tốt lành với niềm vui Phan Sinh! 



 

Besides being misleading, this group is misrepresenting both their own group and the OFS on 

social media and through their website. The reason for our concern is that they are actively and 

blatantly recruiting members from at least one fraternity here in our region. Two members 

withdrew from the San Luis Rey Fraternity and then recruited three more members. None of 

them discussed their decision with anyone in their fraternity before leaving, and none of them 

will discuss it with the Minister who has tried to reach out to them. At least one of those who left 

believes that they are merely transferring to another fraternity.  

There will be an article in the next TAU about this group. For now, I suggest that we all reflect on 

what our profession means in our lives and what making a lifelong commitment to our 

fraternities, to our Order and to our Lord means. I also request that anyone who is approached by 

a member of a group calling itself “Third Order” or “Tertiary” contact their Fraternity Minister or 

other council member who should then notify me. Our National Council wants to keep track of 

where this group is actively recruiting. 

And finally, I want to encourage all of you to attend the Regional Picnic on September 25th. The 

flyer is included below. We’ve all been through some difficult times over the past 17 months, and 

we need to get together to have some fun outdoors. I hope to see you all there. 

Peace and JOY! 

Caroline 

 

 
 

 

  



 
 

Anh chị thân mến, 

 

Hội Đồng Phục Vụ Miền (REC) mới vừa đắc cử đã cấp tốc lên đường.  Những cuộc bầu cử của 16 

huynh đệ đoàn phải dự định từ năm 2020 và 2021 đã được sắp xếp để hoàn tất trong tháng 6 đến 

tháng 12 năm nay. Sang năm, chúng tôi sẽ cố gắng hết sức, sắp đặt chương trình bầu cử cần phải 

hoàn tất trong năm 2022 cùng với những cuộc thăm viếng mục vụ và thăm viếng huynh đệ nhằm 

trở lại chương trình thường lệ theo chu kỳ 3 năm để mỗi năm có một cuộc thăm viếng hoặc tu nghi 

bầu cử. 

 

Một ưu tiên khác của Hội Đồng Phục Vụ Miền là giải quyết những vấn đề đã được nêu lên trong 

bản tường trình từ cuộc thăm viếng trong buổi Tu Nghị Miền tháng giêng năm 2020. 

Một thay đổi để cải tiến việc truyền thông là mỗi Trưởng Phục Vụ đoàn có một hội viên của Hội 

Đồng Phục Vụ Miền được bổ nhiệm làm liên lạc viên để nếu cần người Trưởng Phục Vụ có thể 

tham khảo khi có những lo lắng, thắc mắc hoặc khó khăn cần sự giúp đỡ. 

 

Vấn đề khác đã sảy ra liên quan đến một nhóm tự xưng là “Dòng Ba Phan-xi-cô”. Tôi đã triệu tập 

một phiên họp với ban phục vụ huynh đệ đoàn địa phương qua “Zoom” để cảnh giác họ về nhóm 

này.  Trong số người tham dự, phần lớn thuộc những huynh đệ đoàn nói tiếng Anh vì đây là những 

huynh đệ đoàn có thể bị ảnh hưởng nhiều nhất. Dù vậy, tất cả mọi thành viên của dòng cần phải 

được lưu ý. Thay vì gửi một lá thư được phiên dịch như đã dự định. Bản văn này giúp thông báo 

sự kiện đến mọi thành viên trong Miền. 

 

Số là một nhóm những thành viên bất mãn thuộc Dòng Phan Sinh Tại Thế từ Ohio đã cách ly khỏi 

Dòng mà hợp tác với các tu sĩ thuộc Tỉnh Dòng Đức Mẹ Vô Nhiễm để thành lập một nhóm gọi là 

“Huynh Đoàn Dòng Ba Phan-xi-cô thuộc Tỉnh Dòng Đức Mẹ Vô Nhiễm.“ Những người này dùng 

ký hiệu“TOF” sau tên của họ (viết tắt cho Third Order Franciscan - Dòng Ba Phan-xi-cô) mặc dù 

họ không phải là một thành phần trong gia đình Phan Sinh như chúng ta. Họ tuân giữ hiến chương 

và Luật Dòng 1883. Bản luật mà Giáo Hội đã hủy bỏ và thay thế bằng hiến chương và bản Luật 

hiện hành. 

 

Ngoài việc đánh lạc hướng. Nhóm này còn lừa dối trong việc quảng bá nhóm của mình và thoá mạ 

Dòng Phan Sinh Tại Thế trên những trang mạng xã hội và trên trang mạng của nhóm họ. 

Điều làm cho chúng ta đáng lo ngại là họ trắng trợn và tích cực thu nhận thành viên ít là tại một 

đoàn trong Miền của chúng ta đây. Hai thành viên đã rời đoàn San Luis Rey và những người này 

đã rủ theo ba thành viên khác.  Không ai trong nhóm này nói gì về quyết định của họ với người 

nào trong đoàn trước khi ra đi. Mặc dù người Trưởng Phục Vụ đã cố gắng liên lạc nhưng không ai 

trong họ muốn giải thích lý do. Ít nhất một trong những người rời đoàn tưởng rằng mình chỉ 

thuyên chuyển sang một đoàn khác. 

  

Minister’s Message Translations  



 

 

Tập san TAU sẽ đăng tải một bài nói về nhóm người nói trên. Lúc này, tôi đề nghị mọi người 

chúng ta cần suy sét về ý nghĩa của lời tuyên khấn trong cuộc sống của mình cũng như lời thề hứa 

suốt đời của chúng ta đối với huynh đệ đoàn, với Dòng và với Thiên Chúa.  Tôi cũng yêu cầu 

những anh chị nào được tiếp xúc bởi nhóm người tự xưng là “Dòng Ba” hoặc “Dòng Thứ Ba” này, 

báo cho một uỷ viên hoặc Trưởng Phục Vụ của mình để rồi họ sẽ báo cho tôi biết.  Hội Đồng Phục 

Vụ Quốc Gia của chúng ta muốn theo dõi địa điểm mà nhóm người này tích cực tuyển mộ. 

 

Sau hết, tôi muốn khuyến khích tất cả các anh chị tham dự buổi pinic Miền ngày 25 tháng 

9.  Thông báo có đính kèm dưới đây. 

Chúng ta đã và đang trải qua một thời điểm khó khăn trong suốt 17 tháng qua và cần có những 

giây phút giải khuây ngoài trời.  Tôi hy vọng được gặp các anh chị nơi đây. 

 

Vui Tươi và An Bình! 

Caroline 

 

 

 

 

First In- Person meeting of the Vietnamese speaking St Anthony of Padua Fraternity in San Diego after COVID-19. 

 

  



형제자매 여러분, 

새로 선출된 지구평의회가 활동하기 시작했습니다. 2020 년과 2021 년에 계획되었던 16 형제

회의 선거를 6 월부터 12 월까지 실시하려 합니다. 내년에는 2022 년에 선거가 예정된 형제회 

선거를 사목적 방문과 형제적 방문을 병행하여 매해 번갈아 방문과 선거의 3 년 일정을 정상화

하려 합니다.  

지구평의회의 우선 순위 중 하나는 2020 년 국가형제회 방문 보고서에 지적된 여러 문제를 다

루는 것입니다. 각 형제회 봉사자와의 소통을 개선하기 위하여 각 형제회마다 지구평의원 한명

을 연락책으로 지정하였습니다. 단위형제회 봉사자가 질문이나 염려 사항이 있을 시 담당 지구

평의원에게 연락토록 하기 위함입니다. 

다른 시급한 사항은 ‘프란치스칸 3 회’라자칭하는 단체에 어떻게 대처해야 할까 하는 것 입니다. 

이 단체가 접촉할 가능성이 가장 높은 영어권 형제회 봉사자들과 이미 ZOOM 모임을 갖고 필요

한 정보를 제공하였는데, 모든 형제회원들이 인지하고 있어야 할 사항입니다. 이에 대하여 각 

언어로 번역된 서한을 보내려 했었는데, 이 글을 통하여 필요한 정보를 제공하고자 합니다. 

Ohio 에서 형제회에 불만을 갖고 있던 재속프란치스코회 회원들이 형제회를 탈퇴하여 원죄없

으신 잉태 관구 소속의 수사들과 연대하여 ‘원죄없으신 잉태 관구 작은형제회의 프란치스칸 3

회 공동체’를 만들어, 스스로 정규삼회라 칭하고 있습니다. 교회가 현 회칙과 회헌으로 대체한 

효력이 말소된 1883 년 회칙을 따르는 이들은 어느 프란치스칸 가족의 구성원도 아닙니다.  

미디아나 웹에서 재속프란치스칸이라 사칭하는 이 단체는 저희 지구의 한 형제회 소속 회원들

을 접촉하였고 그 결과 샌 루이스 레이 형제회 소속 회원 두명이 탈퇴하여 이 단체에 가입하고 

세명의 회원을 더 모집했다고 합니다. 이들은 탈퇴 전 소속 형제회 봉사자와 아무 

런 상의를 하지 않았고, 연락코자 노력하는 봉사자에게 답을 하지 않고 있습니다. 이 중 한명은 

단순히 소속 형제회를 이적한 것으로만 이해하고 있다고 합니다. 

다음 타우지에 이 단체에 관한 글이 기재될 것 입니다. 여러분 모두 우리의 서약이 우리 삶에 어

떤 의미를 지니고 있는지를, 소속 단위형제회, 재속프란치스코회, 주님께 대한 우리의 평생 약

속을 숙고해 보시기 바랍니다. 혹시 자칭 ‘정규삼회’라 지칭하는 이들이 접촉할 경 

우 소속 형제회 봉사자나 평의원에게 알리시길 바랍니다. 국가형제회가 이 단체의 동향을 파악

하려고 노력하고 있습니다. 

끝으로 9 월 25 일 예정된 지구형제회 야유회에 모두 참석하시길 부탁드립니다. 아래 안내문을 

참고하시기 바랍니다. 지난 17 개월간 어려운 시간을 보낸 우리가 함께 야외에서 모여 기쁜 시

간을 가져야 하지 않겠습니까? 모두 뵙길 바라면서. 

평화와 기쁨! 

케롤라인 



 

 

Queridos Hermanos y Hermanas, 

El reciente electo Consejo Ejecutivo Regional (REC) ha empezado su tarea a toda prisa.  Las 

elecciones de las 16 fraternidades que hubiesen estado programadas para 2020-2021 están 

actualmente programadas de Junio a Diciembre de este año.  Para el próximo año planeamos 

programar las elecciones correspondientes al 2022 en conjunto con la visita Pastoral y Fraternal 

para todas las fraternidades que nos sea possible, así podremos empezar nuevamente con los 

tres-años de rotacion de una visita o elección cada año. 

Otra prioridad de nuestro Consejo es atender a varias anomalías que fueron reportadas en el 

informe de la visita del Capítulo en Enero de 2020.  Un cambio que se ha hecho para mejorar la 

comunicación es que a cada Ministro de fraternidad se le ha asignado un miembro del Consejo 

como persona de contacto.  Si el Ministro tiene preguntas, inquietudes, o problemas puede 

comunicarse con su contacto para que lo asista. 

Otro problema que ha surgido es acerca de un grupo que se autodenomina “Tercera Orden 

Franciscana.”  Yo dirigí una reunion via Zoom a miembros de consejo Fraternales en su mayoria 

de habla Inglesa, porque posiblemente éstas serán las más impactadas, para informarles acerca 

de este grupo.  Pero todos los miembros de nuestra órden deben de estar informados.  

Originalmente habia pensado enviar una carta traducida, pero éste artículo servirá para 

informar a todos los miembros de la región. 

Un grupo formado por Miembros desleales de la Orden Franciscana Seglar (OFS) de Ohio 

abandonaron la Orden y se han unido con Frailes de la Provincia de la Inmaculada Concepción 

para crear lo que ellos llaman la “Comunidad de Franciscanos Terciarios de la Orden 

Franciscana Menor (OFM) de la Provincia de la Inmaculada Concepción.”  Ellos usan las iniciales 

TOF después de su nombre, cuyo significado es Tercera Orden Franciscana.  Sin embargo, ellos 

no son parte del árbol de la Familia Franciscana como lo somos nosotros.  Ellos observan la 

Regla y Constituciones de 1883, la cuál fué derogada (abolida) por autoridad de la Iglesia y 

reemplazada por nuestra Regla y Constituciones actuales.  

La razón por nuestra preocupación es porque ellos están reclutando activamente y sin reparo a 

miembros de por lo menos una de las fraternidades de nuestra región.  Dos miembros que 

abandonaron la Fraternidad de San Luis Rey luego después reclutaron a tres miembros más.  

Ninguno de ellos comparte la razón de su decisión con nadie cuando se retiran de la 

Fraternidad, como tampoco comparten con el Ministro que a tratado de comunicarse con ellos.  

Al menos uno de los que se han alejado cree que nada más se ha trasferido a otra fraternidad. 

  



 

Se publicará un artículo en la próxima TAU acerca de este grupo.  Por ahora, les sugiero que 

todos reflexionemos en el significado de nuestra profesion en nuestras vidas y en el significado 

de una vida  de compromiso a nuestras fraternidades, a nuestra Orden y a nuestro Señor.  

Además les sugiero que cualquiera que sea contactado por miembros de un grupo que se 

autodenomina “Tercera Orden” o “Terciario” lo comunique al Ministro de su fraternidad o a 

cualquier otro miembro del Consejo que deberá comunicármelo a mi.  Nuestro Consejo 

Nacional quiere monitorear adónde este grupo esta reclutando activamente. 

Finalmente, quiero animar a todos a asistir al Picnic de la Región el 25 de Septiembre.  El 

volante está incluido abajo.  Todos hemos experimentado tiempos difíciles durante los pasados 

17 meses, y nos hará bien reunirnos para difrutar y compartir al aire libre.  Espero verlos a 

todos. 

Paz y GOZO! 

Caroline 

 

 

 

  



* 

Save the Date! 

The Saint Francis Region 

will gather for a  

PICNIC 
on 

SEPTEMBER 25, 2021 from 10 to 2 
FAMILY MEMBERS ARE WELCOME! 

 

MASON REGIONAL PARK 
18712 University Drive 

Irvine, CA 92612 

$5.00 Entrance Fee Per Car 

(Carpool, if possible) 

Picnic Shelter #6 
 

BRING FOOD TO SHARE! 
 

The REC will supply plates, napkins, cups & utensils. 
 

Volleyball Court, Horse Shoe Toss Area, 

And lots of Play Space. 

Bring games, smiles, and laughter! 

 

 
 

LET US SHARE FRANCISCAN JOY! 



 
 
 

 

WHO’S IN CHARGE OF ELECTIONS? 

Article 11 of our General Constitutions states in applicable part: “. . . [T]he Holy Spirit is the source of their 

vocation and the animator of fraternal life and mission. . . .” 

I’m sure all of you have heard time and again that the Holy Spirit is in charge of our fraternities and thus in 

charge of elections.  That means that all fraternity elections should be conducted after an opening of prayer, 

Scripture, and a few words from the Church Witness in attendance.  A prayerful attitude – silence and 

attention -should be maintained by each person present throughout the process of the elections.  If a break is 

necessary, it can be taken between the conclusion of the election of one officer and the beginning of the 

election of the next. 

I’d like to address here some of the things that seem to prevent us from acknowledging that the Holy Spirit is 

in charge.  Perhaps the first thing is when a slate of candidates is presented and there is only one name per 

office to be elected.  That can certainly be changed by the response of people nominated from the floor, but if 

no one nominated accepts, then, in essence, the fraternity has decided ahead of time who their new officers 

will be and are only going through the ritual of the election to formalize it.  That is not letting the Holy Spirit be 

in charge.  Fraternity elections are not at all the same as those in other organizations many members have 

belonged or do belong to, where the primary concern at elections often seems to be who is most “popular,” or 

at best, who is the “best qualified.”  Those kinds of decisions have no place in fraternity elections, for “God 

does not choose the qualified, but qualifies those He chooses.”   

Often the result of single-candidate-per-office slates is the refusal of many people in the fraternity to accept a 

nomination.  Again, this is often not allowing the Holy Spirit to be in charge.  If a nominated person has an 

illness that prevents him or her from attending council meetings, then the person should not accept the 

nomination.  If a nominated person is the full-time caretaker of another person such that he or she would not 

be available for council meetings, then, again, the nomination should not be accepted.  There are less 

common family issues that would also prevent a person from being available for council meetings.  Beyond 

that, however, there are few valid excuses for not accepting a nomination.  It is not often that a member of 

the Holy Trinity comes down and tells a person in so many words what he or she should do! But when a 

person is nominated by another member of the fraternity, that is a strong indication that the Holy Spirit has 

moved the person nominating to do so and is likewise a strong indication that in responding to that movement 

by the Holy Spirit, the one nominated should graciously and prayerfully accept.  

Often, another indication of the failure to allow the Holy Spirit freedom to operate in the fraternity elections is 

the failure of many or most members of the fraternity to submit a nomination at all to the Nominating 

Committee.  Every member should be praying about their fraternity’s elections from the time the Nominating 

Committee is first appointed.  If, after much prayer, the deadline for submitting nominations comes and a 

member has been given no inspiration about a nomination, then the Holy Spirit has presumably not given 

them such an inspiration.  But only then should a member fail to submit a nomination. 

So, we urge all of you to spend more time in prayer before and during your elections, that we might truly do 

the will of God as inspired by the Holy Spirit.  

      Sylvia Paoli, OFS, Conference of Regional Spiritual Assistants 

Conference of Regional Spiritual Assistants 



Conference of Regional Spiritual Assistants 
 

 
 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

           Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Water 

          who is so useful, humble, precious, and pure. 

-    from The Canticle of the Creatures by St. Francis of Assisi 
 

“Water is complex because it is linked to almost everything in the world. But complexity should not 

hinder understanding: Water is a precondition for human existence and for the sustainability of the 

planet.”  https://www.unwater.org/water-facts/.   

The United Nations estimates that more than one billion people on the planet live in areas of high or 

extremely high vulnerability, meaning access to safe drinking water and safe water for agriculture is 

nonexistent or scarce. Further, the United Nations continues, two-thirds of the global human family, 

about four billion people, experience severe water scarcity during at least one month of the year.  If we 

look beyond the human family, we can see the implications from these figures for the animal and plant 

kingdom. As water use increases, as it appears to be doing, these numbers will become even more 

alarming. Our National JPIC Commission has called upon us to focus some of our JPIC attention on 

water. 

Therefore, dear sisters and brothers, let us join together in our Saint Francis Region and walk for water. 

Because of multiple constraints, including distances and the pandemic, it is not realistic for us to walk 

together in real time, but we can walk together in Spirit and in Hope. This is what I suggest: 

Sometime between now and December 1, each fraternity can organize a Walk for Water. It can be a 

group walk around a body of water, or a scenic trail, or even a fraternal walk around the block at a 

regular gathering. Whatever the format, we will pray for those who suffer water shortages and for our 

earth. In addition, between now and December 1, we can raise funds for water. If we ask everyone in 

our family and friendship groups for even a dollar, we can collect thousands of dollars for our 

Franciscan H2O Project. On December 1, we can send out checks to the National Treasurer and mark in 

the memo on the check, “For the H2O Water Fund from [the name of your fraternity and region].”  The 

address is as follows:  
 

National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order 

Claudia Kauzlarich OFS, Treasurer 

2007 Maverick Trail 

Harrisonville, MO 64701 
 

Let us live in Franciscan Joy and Hope. May the Lord Give You Peace. 
 

Peace and All Good, 
   Patricia Grace, OFS, JPIC Animator 

JUSTICE, PEACE, AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION 
Regional J.P.I.C. Animator Patricia Grace, OFS 

 

https://www.unwater.org/water-facts/


ORGANIZE 

WALK 

RAISE FUNDS 

SEND $ TO: 

National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order 
and send to 

Claudia Kauzlarich OFS 
2007 Maverick Trail 

Harrisonville, MO 64701 
 

Mark the check, “For the H2O Water Fund from [the 
name of your fraternity] St. Francis Region.”  

 

WALK FOR WATER 

PLEASE READ THE JPIC ARTICLE IN THIS EDITION 
OF JOY OF FRANCIS FOR MORE DETAILS. 

PEACE AND ALL GOOD 



 

 

EXCITING NEWS 

THIS IS IT, MOMENT WE HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR! 

REGISTER 

FOR OUR 20TH QUINQUENNIAL CONGRESS 

3-7 AUGUST 2022 IN PHOENIX, ARIZONA 

REGISTRATION OPENS SUNDAY AUGUST 1, 2021 

Everything you need to know 

 about registering and attending the Q 

 is posted on our national website! 

 

Click on Quinquennial or use these handy links: 

 

General Information will answer many of your questions. 

 

Check out the Q Registration Countdown and be  

notified when Registration opens. 

 

Download, print and distribute the Q Flyer 

 

Pray for the success of the Q using our   

special Q Prayer Cards 

 

See the daily Schedule of Events 

 

Read about our Keynote Speakers 

See the descriptions of our 30 Breakout Sessions  

 

Learn about our Q Service Project 

  

Please spread the word to all Franciscans and friends! 

All are welcome! 
  

https://secularfranciscansusa.org/
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/1-General-Information.pdf
https://ofs-usa.regfox.com/20th-quinquennial-congress-2021-jubilee
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2-Q-Flyer-to-download-print.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/3-Q-Prayer-to-download-and-print.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/4-Schedule-of-Events-Draft.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/5-Keynote-Speakers.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/6-Breakout-Sessions.pdf
https://secularfranciscansusa.org/wp-content/uploads/8-Service-Project.pdf


  

               
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

  The Q Committee invites you to pray the Quinquennial prayer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information and to register go to: secularfranciscansusa.org 

20th Quinquennial Prayer 
Lord God, Heavenly Father, 

we come before you in awe of your love for us.  

We acknowledge Your divine seed in everyone. 

Through your merciful compassion 

help us to see our need for conversion. 

In our service to each other 

let us experience this time of  

JUBILEE! 

We walk the path before us upon 

foundations built by our brothers and sisters. 

We are thankful for our present 

and excited for our future,  

always believing that You, O Lord,  

guide our journey.  

AMEN 
 

Come celebrate with your Franciscan family 

the JUBILEE of our Order's 

800th anniversary of Memoriale Propositi, 

and the 100th anniversary 

of our National Quinquennial Congress! 
 

Secular Franciscan Order - USA 
 

http://secularfranciscansusa.org/


 

 

 

 

Blessings my Brothers and Sisters! 
 

Yes, the Holy Spirit was tugging on my heart, and I have returned to the REC as your Formation 
Director.  
 

As I am recovering from Covid, I ask you for your prayers.  During this time, I have had a lot of time to 
reflect, and realized what an awesome God we have.  I realized I lack faith.  It’s interesting when you 
are sick and feeling very bad, you ask, “Why?”  In my reflection God said, “And why not you?”  “Oh, 
okay Lord.”  
 

You know there are times I am asked to do something, and I try to remember Mary’s “Yes.” And there 
are times when I just want to say, “No way,” and when I think why I want to say “No”, it is because of 
my lack of faith and thinking that I am not good enough.  When Caroline came to me and asked me to 
reconsider, I said to myself, “Why? There is someone out there so much better at this.” She made me 
see how these past six years have not been me but the Holy Spirit through me, and how can that lack 
anything? I cried when I logged off my computer and asked God to forgive me for ever doubting the 
work he has prepared for me.  It is true God does not give us more than we can handle.  God doesn’t 
call the qualified, He qualifies the called. 
 

1Corinthians 2:9-12 

9 For as it is written, “Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has the 
human heart imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.” 
10 The Spirit Enables Faith to Mature. However, God has revealed these 
things to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit explores everything, even 
the depths of God. 11 And just as no human being comprehends any 
person’s innermost being except the person’s own spirit within him, so 
also no one comprehends what pertains to God except the Spirit of God. 
12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from 
God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed upon us by God.  
 

 

Upcoming events: 

*I am in the process of putting a team together. Please give a warm welcome to Margie Rodriguez and 
Michael Cunningham from our Lady of Guadalupe (Hacienda Heights). Margie will help me out with the 
Spanish speaking groups. 
 

*If there are topics needed for discussion, please let me know.  We can put together sessions via Zoom 
or in person.  
 

* We attended the National Formation Workshop in August. I will have a report ready for the next 
newsletter. 
 

Blessing, 

Lucy Ibarra, Formation Director 

FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF FORMATION 
LUCY IBARRA 



 

 

 

 

It is time for changes to councils in our district.   Immaculata Fraternity will have their election in 

September.  We will report on that change next quarter.  They have begun to meet in person in an 

alternate location. 

 

 Holy Spirit Fraternity Council selected Juanito Garlitos, OFS, to be their Treasurer, replacing Amelia 

Sandoval, OFS, who is now 

Regional Treasurer.  Jaqui 

Bradley, OFS, was selected to fill 

the vacant Councilor position.    

The fraternity continues to meet via 
Zoom for monthly meetings, monthly 
informal gatherings and council 
meetings. 

Top row: Jaqui Bradley, OFS,    William Mussatto, OFS,      Juanito Garlitos, OFS 
2nd row: Maria Rodriguez, OFS,  Diana S. Cerda, OFS,     Myrna V. Kildare, OFS 

 

St Padre Pio Fraternity held their Chapter of Elections in July 2021.  Their new council is  

Denise G. Leslie, OFS (Minister),  

Julie Bash, OFS (Vice Minister),  

Dixie Marshall, OFS (Secretary),  

David I'Anson, OFS (Treasurer),  

Jane T. Wurzel, OFS (Formation Director),  

Dcn. Manuel Ramirez, OFS (Councilor).    

left to right: Denise G. Leslie, OFS, Julie Bash, OFS, Dixie Marshall, OFS, Jane T. Wurzel, OFS, Dcn. Manuel Ramirez, OFS, 

David I'Anson, OFS 

They are meeting in person but are looking for a larger space.  

 

 

Riverside/San Bernardino 
William Mussatto, OFS, District Liaison 

  

 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/nafra-database/MemberDetail.asp?nationid=12&memberid=KBCCG&name=NAFRA&hier=national+fraternity


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scully Fund Requirements 
 

The Scully Fund has been set up to encourage 
fraternities in the St. Francis Region to 
participate in charitable activities.  

When members of a fraternity take an active 
role in an apostolic activity and use fraternity 
funds to purchase materials or supplies for the 
activity, the fraternity may request to be 
reimbursed by the Scully Fund for half of those 
expenses by supplying the following: 

• A letter detailing the activity, the date it 
occurred, the number of fraternity 
members involved, and the amount of 
expenses incurred. 
 

• Receipts for the purchases or a copy of 
the check(s) used to pay for the items. 
 

• A request for reimbursement of half of 
the expenses. 

 

Send the above information to 
either the Minister or Treasurer 

of the St. Francis Region. 
 

 
 

 

THE ADDRESS OF ST. FRANCIS REGION IS: 

10185 Pinetree Dr. 

San Diego, CA 92131-1218 

 

 

  
Last Will and Testament 

 

Each of us can play an important role in 

preserving and extending our Secular 

Franciscan way of life, in our own fraternity, 

and at the regional level.   
 

This can be accomplished in many ways, 

including a bequest in your will. 
 

Suggested beneficiaries:  

• Your FRATERNITY 

• Your REGION 
  

Suggested wording for your bequests: 

1. A BEQUEST FOR GENERAL PURPOSES: 

 "I give and bequeath the sum of 

$________  (or_______% of my 

disposable estate) to: (name and 

address of fraternity, or  region).  
  

2.  A RESIDUARY BEQUEST OF INDEFINITE 

AMOUNT: 

"After payment of expenses, debts and 

specific bequests, I direct that the 

residue of my estate be given to: 

(name and  address)   

                                or 

"I bequeath to (name and address) 

any part of my estate that other 

beneficiaries are unable to receive 

because of death or other reasons."

 

Important Announcements 

  

 


