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Immaculata Fraternity Mission Statement: 

As members of the Secular Franciscan Order  

we seek to live the Gospel with the vision Jesus gave St. Francis to rebuild the Church. 

(Ratified at our Council Meeting on April 8, 2019) 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Our Goal for 2023:  To visit or call those who are excused and homebound on a regular basis. 

                        *~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Immaculata Vision ~~ May 2023 

Immaculata Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order 

Riverside, CA / Editor: Lisa M. Boebinger, OFS ~~ lisa.sfo@att.net   

2021 was the 800th Anniversary of Memorali Propositi, our 1st Rule approved by the papacy - by Pope 

Honorius III - in 1221. 

 

Calendar of Events for May 2023:   
1 – May Day / St. Joseph the Worker 
4 – National Day of Prayer 
5 – Cinco de Mayo 

6 – (1st Sat.) – Fraternity Gathering 10:00 am @ St. 
Matthews in Corona 

13 – Our Lady of Fatima 
14 – Mother’s Day Sunday 
18 – The Ascension of the Lord (Ascension Thursday) 
21 – World Communications Day 
20 – Armed Forces Day 
21 – The Ascension of the Lord Sunday 
26-28 – Secular Franciscan Order Retreat in Malibu, CA 
28 – Pentecost Sunday 
29 -- (Last Mon.) – Council Meeting 10am @ St. 
Matthews in Corona 
29 – Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 
29 – Memorial Day ~ Holiday 
30 – World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
31 – The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Looking Ahead to June 2023… 

3 – (1st Sat.) – Fraternity Elections Gathering 10:00 
am @ St. Matthews in Corona 

4 – The Most Holy Trinity Sunday 
11 – The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ Sunday 
14 – Flag Day 
16 – The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
17 – The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
18 – Father’s Day Sunday 
21 – First Day of Summer (Summer Solstice) 
24 – The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
26 -- (Last Mon.) – Council Meeting 10am @ St. 
Matthews in Corona 
 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Birthdays & Profession Anniversaries: 

May Birthdays:  2nd – Gloria Torres 

  5th – Jim Neufell 

May Profession Anniversary: 4th – Raul Bosque, 2003 

June Birthdays:   30th – Benedicto 

June Profession Anniv.:  22nd – Lorraine Cardin, 1978 

                27th – Robert Dak, 1999  

 
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Our Next Fraternity Gathering will be our Elections,  

and is on Saturday, June 3rd @ 10:00 am @ St. 

Matthews in Corona.  Please come and vote. 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
Minister’s Letter 

From the Desk of Your Friendly Minister, 

Bruce McAdams, OFS 

Fraternity Gathering, May 6, 2023. 

Incase you Missed it: Bruce’s speech from the April 

16th Annual Ramadan Iftar (Breaking of the fast) 

Interfaith Dinner 

As-sa-la-mu A-lai-kum, (peace to you) 

Sha-lom (peace) 

Peace be with you. 

   I am the minister for the Immaculata Fraternity for the 

Riverside/Corona area.  We are a branch of the worldwide 

Franciscan Order established by St. Francis of Assisi who saw 

himself as a humble servant of all especially the poor and 

homeless.  We work and worship in the community where we 

live.  Our purpose is to bring the scriptures to life where we 

live and work. 

   In today’s world we are plagued by time schedules, projects 
and activities that leave us tense and stressed. Rising costs of 
food, gas prices and cost of living have made it harder for 
people to make ends meet. Those most affected are the poor 
and homeless. 
   Our rule, of the Franciscans, mandates us to be involved in 

Apostolic ministries. Some of us are education Teachers, 

some have a special ministry to animals and some work with 

the poor and homeless. 

   As a Fraternity, we take action on issues that affect the lives 

of others. We support the efforts of our brothers and sisters 

who are serving the homeless. 

   As Christians we have the Corporal works of mercy to live 
by as the Muslims have the Quran. Practicing the works of 
mercy and living the Quran helps one to move out of self-
centeredness which emphasizes and focuses only on one’s 
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own personal needs and concerns and directs us out towards 
the needs and concerns of others. 
  As the profit Allah said: Avoid doing injustice to others and 
to give something to a poor man brings one reward, while 
giving the same to a needy relation brings two: one for charity 
and the other for respecting the family ties. Two of the works 
of mercy, clothing the naked and feeding the poor and 
homeless are important because they connect the love of 
neighbor with the love of God. 
  In today’s world we as 3rd order Franciscans are trying to 
follow the document on Human Fraternity for World Peace 
and Living Together that was signed on February 4, 2019, by 
Pope Francis and the Grand Imam of Al-Azhar University, 
Ahmad Al-Tayyeb. The document invites all persons who 
have faith in GOD and faith in human fraternity to unite and 
work together so that it may serve as a guide for future 
generations to advance a culture of mutual respect in the 
awareness of the great divine grace that makes all human 
beings’ brothers and sisters.  As a result of this document the 
Abrahamic Family house was constructed in Abu Dhabi. 
Opening in 2022. The Abrahamic house derives its name 
from the Old Testament biblical figure, Abraham, who is 
recognized and greatly revered by Jews, Christians, and 
Muslims. 
   On the second page of the document, it states that we are: in 
the name of the poor, the destitute, the marginalized and 
those most in need whom GOD has commanded us to help as 
a duty required of all persons especially the wealthy.  
   I am proud to say that I, along with my fraternity members 
have had the good fortune of working the past several years 
with the Corona Muslims in bringing food to the homeless 
and clothing to those in need. 
   Like our founder St. Francis of Assisi and Sultan Malik Al-
Kamil, of Egypt, in the 13th century, they talked of peace, 
instead of war and caring for one’s neighbor and their faith. 
   Our mission is to continue working alongside the Muslim 
community, here in Corona, to help those that are poor and 
homeless.  Thank You.                     (Your Friendly Minister, B) 

 

  *~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
From the Formation Desk of  

Bob Dak, OFS 
Learn to be a Good Listener 

   As active Ministers of the OFS, most of us will run into 
somebody that is Hurting. So, how can we Help. 
Listening can be the most important Skill that a Care Giver 
uses. If you are able to Listen Well, you will be highly 
successful in caring for somebody Hurting. God works 
through your Listening to accomplish Healing. Listening is an 
active Process. It takes Work. 
   Jesus Listened to the Canaanite woman’s Testimony of 
Faith before he Healed her daughter (Mathew 15:21-28) 
Before Jesus healed the blind man (Mark 10:46-52) Jesus 
Listened to his explanation of what he wanted. Jesus showed 
Care and Concern by first Listening and then Ministering to 
their needs. 
   Good Listening requires three Qualities:  
 1. Desire, 2. Commitment, 3. Patience 

1. “Be quick to Listen, slow to Speak” (James 1:19) 

2. “Discipline yourself to keep your Commitment.” 

3. “Love is Patient. It always perseveres” 1Cor 13:4, 

   Good Listening is Active Listening which involves 3 main 
Activities, 1. Pay Attention, 2. Ask Questions, 3. Reflecting 

1. Pay Attention-Make Eye contact, lean forward 

toward the person, avoid looking at your watch.   

2. As people share more, they understand themselves 

more. Ask open-ended Questions that require an 

Essay-Type response. Don’t ask Questions that can 

be answered by a “Yes” or “No”.  

3. Three kinds of Information you might Reflect:  

1. Content, 2. Feelings, 3. Spirituality  

1. Content-Who, what, why, when, where  

2. Reflect Feelings – Sad, Frustrated, Angry, 

Joyful, Afraid, Happy, Nervous,  

3. Reflect Spirituality – Identity, Self Esteem, 

Hope and Despair, Evil, Failure, Purpose 

   These things will help you become a Good Listener and a 
Good Care Giver (Minister) 
(Stephen Ministry Minister Training Manual) 

 Peace, Bob Dak OFS 
 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

A Very Important REMINDER … 
On Saturday, June 3rd, 2023, will be our fraternity 

Council Elections.   
So far, we only have 3 people running.  A few right now 

cannot run for council who have family health issues or they 
themselves must not take up council duties at this time, 

required by their doctor.  As you may know, our fraternity 
member number seems to be lessening, regardless of a 

profession last December and one coming up. This is getting 
pretty scary.  Even someone in the fraternity has brought up 

the possibility that we won’t have enough fraternity members 
to run for the council in June.  If we don’t have a council, we 
don’t have a fraternity.  If we have to disband, individually, 

we will need to join another fraternity nearby.   
Here are the nominations we have so far: 

Minister:  Lisa Boebinger 

Vice Minister: Bruce McAdams 

Secretary: Joice Quinsaat 

Treasurer: Velma Chromity 

Formation: Bob Dak 

Councilor: David Burrola 

We really need 2 people to run for each office. 

Please greatly pray about this and see if you are being called 
to run for a council position, if you can. 

To nominate yourself or someone you love, call 
Bruce (909-223-7972) or Lisa (951-351-9171). 

 
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

From the Desk of  
Our Brother Ray Hardwick, OFS: 

(This is an article everyone should read and ponder on what 
it says about us as Secular Franciscans. ~ Ray) 

Living as St. Francis of Assisi Did 
By Patrick Carolan, October 2021 

   What does the Franciscan way of life have to offer lay 
people? 
   In 2010, I accepted the position of executive director of the 
Franciscan Action Network (FAN). When I interviewed for 
the position, I was asked about my experiences working with 
Franciscans. My answer was: “Where I grew up, there was a 
Franciscan high school. I didn’t attend it, but some of my 
friends did. “ 
   When I was young, my limited understanding of St. Francis 
centered around the blessing of the animals on his feast day, 
statues of St. Francis at the birdbath, and the stories the nuns 
talked about St. Francis talking to the birds. When I 
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graduated from high school, two of my friends who attended 
the Franciscan high school left to enter a Franciscan 
seminary. My mother challenged me, asking if I was also 
feeling God calling me to be a Franciscan. My snarky 
response was, “If God calls me, I am going to tell him he has 
the wrong number. “ 
Franciscan Lifestyle 
   When I accepted the position at FAN, I was somewhat 
apprehensive. I had only a rudimentary understanding of 
who Francis of Assisi was and what it meant to be Franciscan. 
I decided that if I was going to do this, it had to be more than 
just a job that I did from 9 to 5 and then went home. It had to 
be a commitment to a lifestyle. 
   This became especially obvious a week after I accepted the 
offer, when Sister Margaret Mary Kimmins, the FAN board 
president, called to tell me they had run out of money and 
could not afford to pay me. But she hoped I would still take 
the position. I guessed that the poverty part was going to start 
early. But as Father Murray Bodo says of Francis, “Poverty 
was never an end in itself, but a means to the indwelling of 
God and a way of life that makes present the kingdom of 
God.” 
   When I expressed my apprehension to Sister Margaret 
Mary, she simply said, “Let me share a story.” She told a joke 
about two priests—a Jesuit and a Franciscan—who were 
fishing. They noticed a person drowning across the river. The 
Jesuit started to calculate the wind speed, the water current, 
how much energy it would take for him to swim out, and how 
much strength he would need to pull the person back. The 
Franciscan jumped in the water and realized he had no idea 
how to swim. Sister Margaret Mary told me not to worry, just 
jump in the water and trust the Holy Spirit to guide you. She 
went on to become my good friend and mentor. 
Jumping Into the River 
   This decision wasn’t something I could make on my own. 
Many years earlier, Stella and I formed a life partnership 
when we fell in love and got married. Our relationship was 
anything but typical. Stella was a single mom when we first 
started dating. So, our decisions, our lifestyles, our 
commitments didn’t just involve two adults starting out 
together; they involved a 7-year-old as well. Stella and I built 
a very comfortable life together. 
   At the time, we both had good jobs and made decent money. 
We had a nice house and got to go on vacation to Disney 
World. Our older daughter, Dina, was thinking about college 
while our younger daughter, Jenna, was a preteen starting to 
exert her independence. In short, we were the stereotypical 
White, comfortable, middle-class family. 
   One day, Stella read an article about the need for foster 
parents and said, “We should do this.” We didn’t spend a lot 
of time thinking and discerning; we just jumped into the 
river. The agency asked us if we would think about taking in 
two children, a brother and sister who were considered 
challenging to place as they were a little older and African 
American. A year later we adopted Delvon and Briana. 
   Father Murray said in his book The Way of St. Francis, 
“Francis spent the rest of his life drawing people out from 
behind the comfortable walls of their boredom.” Our life went 
from being comfortable to being transformed. We had to 
rethink our own attitudes and beliefs. St. Clare challenges us 
to become a mirror of Christ: to reflect Christ in our lives, to 
help build up the body of Christ through transformation in 
love. 
   But if we were going to become a mirror of Christ, we first 
had to look into the mirror. Stella and I realized that we had 
to rethink parenting. We began to understand that parenting 
White children was very different from parenting Black 

children. We never had to have “the talk” with our White 
children. We didn’t worry about our White children being 
pulled over by the police for simply driving while Black or 
teachers who singled out our Black children whenever there 
was a disruption in the class. 
   As an activist who regularly participated in marches and 
rallies, I thought I understood racism. Looking in the mirror, 
I began to realize that I really didn’t understand. After some 
discernment, we made a decision not only to adopt Delvon 
and Briana but to open our home to other children as well. In 
addition to taking in other foster kids, we welcomed friends 
of our children who needed a safe haven. 
Invisible People 
   Francis believed that the Gospels were not a series of static 
stories about historical events that we read each Sunday so 
we can feel good about ourselves. The Gospel was and is a 
way of life. Many of us believe that we first have to be in right 
relationship with God, which we often equate with piety. 
Then after we are in right relationship with God, we can work 
on being in right relationship with creation. But Francis, in 
his writings and his life, suggests that we must first be in right 
relationship with all of God’s beautiful and wondrous 
creation. Only then can we enter into right relationship with 
God. 
   Stella and I had to think about what that meant. We were 
already following the Gospel, but were we living the Gospel? 
Our parish had a program where people would donate 
clothing for the poor and homeless. We set out collection 
boxes, and someone would gather them up and take them to a 
homeless shelter. One day, several of us were sorting through 
the coats. One of our team mentioned reading about a woman 
who made a big pot of soup every Sunday and brought it to a 
bridge where the homeless congregate to serve them. 
   Ann Deennean, who was considered a quiet leader in our 
church, spoke up. She told us to remember that when St. 
Francis went to help the lepers, he didn’t bring food and 
clothes and leave them at the outskirts of the leper colony. He 
entered into a relationship with them; he listened to their 
stories and learned their names. In doing so, he was 
transformed. 
   We decided to stop dropping off stuff at the back door of a 
homeless shelter and go to the bridge where we could spend 
time with the homeless people, learn their names, share their 
stories, and pray with them, not for them. In doing so, while 
we were helping the poor, we were becoming like St. Francis. 
   I carried that lesson with me when I moved to Washington, 
DC. Each morning when I arrived at the Metro station, I 
encountered a homeless man. He had a sign saying he was a 
homeless vet and needed help. He would stand there saying 
“Good morning” and “God bless you” to the crowds of people 
who passed through the station. Sometimes I put a dollar in 
his can. 
   One morning I stopped and asked him his name. He said it 
was John and went on to share his story. Every day after that 
as I was walking into the station I would say, “Good morning, 
John. How are you today?” One day he said to me: “You 
know, I am invisible. Every single day I am invisible to 
thousands of people who pass by me. But not to you. You see 
me. Why are you different?” 
   After that encounter, I started packing extra peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches, apples, and maybe some extra granola 
bars. As I made my way through DC, I would stop and talk 
with homeless people, learn their names, listen to their 
stories, and share my food. 
Care for Creation 
   Stella and I decided that if we were going to be in right 
relationship with creation—if we were going to “be 
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Franciscan” and really believe in the interconnectedness of 
creation—we had to start with changes to our own lifestyle. 
   St. Francis lived a life of total ecological integrity. He did 
not separate the spiritual from the material. He viewed the 
earth and all nature as God’s creation, a place of continual 
incarnation. He considered all of creation to be his brothers 
and sisters. 
   Food is a key factor in determining lifestyle. What kind of 
food we eat, where we get our food, and how we prepare it all 
help define our relationship with creation. So, Stella and I eat 
a mostly plant-based diet. We try as much as possible to buy 
all our food locally at farmers’ markets. We get to spend 
wonderful Saturday mornings meeting with and sharing the 
stories of the farmers who grow our food. When we sit down 
and give thanks for our food, we feel more connected 
knowing where it came from. We also try not to waste food. 
When we trim our vegetables, we save the ends and skins and 
make broth. We strain the veggies and add them to our 
compost. 
   I planted a small garden in my backyard. I had visions of 
growing lots of vegetables and inviting friends over to share 
in wonderful feasts from the fruits of my garden. I soon 
realized that instead I was feeding rabbits, birds, squirrels, 
and the hedgehog who took up residence under my shed. At 
first, I was angry and started researching ways to keep the 
critters out. 
   One morning I noticed a squirrel gingerly scooting across 
the top of my fence so he could get close enough to pull a 
nearly ripe tomato off the vine. I saw birds swoop down and 
pick up the parts of the tomato that the squirrel had dropped. 
I spied a rabbit skillfully finding a tiny crack in the fence so 
she could get in and feed on the spinach leaves. 
   I realized my vision had come true: I had grown a garden 
and was sharing it with my friends. 
   Stella and I intentionally looked for a place to live that was 
energy efficient, large enough to offer hospitality to folks who 
needed a place to stay, and close enough to walk to work and 
stores. We felt that following in the footsteps of St. Francis 
meant reducing our carbon footprint as much as possible. So, 
we found a house where we could welcome travelers who 
were coming to DC with a bed, a good meal, and a glass of 
wine. 
   We have welcomed folks coming to protest and maybe get 
arrested with me the next day. Others come in for work or 
maybe to visit their children at college. Some stay a night, 
others for a week, and one for almost a year. Some we have 
known and others we meet for the first time. They all become 
family when they enter our home. 
   We gave up one of our cars and used the remaining one 
sparingly. This not only helps the environment but also 
makes us more aware of our surroundings. 
The Gospel Way of Life 
   My parents were Irish Catholic immigrants who came to 
America in 1950. They got off the boat with nothing: no 
money, no education, and no real job skills. What they did 
have was a strong faith and a commitment to justice, like St. 
Francis. 
   Being Franciscan is not about wearing a brown or gray habit 
or a Tau cross. It is a way of living, choosing to embrace all 
creation, not being a passive observer or a victim. For St. 
Francis, prayer was a way of life, a way of being. If I look in 
the mirror and I don’t see Christ, how can I expect to be the 
image of Christ to others? 
   Not everyone is called to be a professed Franciscan. But 
everyone is called to be Franciscan. 

Submitted by Ray Hardwick, OFS 
 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
Please keep in your prayers: 

(If you are in need of prayers, please email me at 
lisa.sfo@att.net and I’ll add your intentions to our list 

below:) 
and please add to your Prayer List the following: 

 
April 29th, 2023 Prayer Request for Aarne’s sister 

Carissa:  Lisa, can you please ask the fraternity to pray for 
my sister, Carissa Lozano?  She is having surgery done on 
Wednesday, May 3rd.  She has been in a lot of pain due to a 

cyst in her ovaries.  Thanks Lisa! 
March, 2023 ~ Please pray for Jim Rogers (who has 

dementia), and Mickie Rogers as Jim’s care giver. 
March 29, 2023 ~ Update from Brenda: Dave had his 
surgery yesterday. It was a 9 hr surgery called a “Whipple 
Procedure”. He is in ICU at this point but doc says he’s doing 
well. He has tubes and drains and has a good amount of pain 
in his abdomen but this is to be expected.  

Thank you all for your prayers and good wishes ❤️❤️ much 

appreciated. Peace and good, Brenda” 
March 23, 2023 ~ Update, and urgent prayers for Brenda 
Rogers and her family “Hi Lisa, Yes, prayers are 
appreciated. Dave [Brenda’s husband] has been diagnosed 
with Pancreatic Cancer and is scheduled for surgery 
Tuesday, March 28th. The doctor clarified some things about 
surgery and treatment tentatively. He said the surgery will be 
approximately 6-8 hours and he’ll be in the hospital for a 
couple weeks. He’ll come home with multiple tubes and 
drains. Chemo starts at 8 weeks and will continue for 6 
months. The doc says to expect it to take a year to 
recuperate and diet will be changed forever.  
Also, my newest grandson Azrael is still in the NICU, growing 
well but he’s having issues with bradycardia.  
Also, my almost 5yr old granddaughter Arya got ill last week, 
was sent to Loma Linda Hospital Pediatric ICU and was 
diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes and is on insulin injections 
for life. At this point the endocrinologist is monitoring her 
numbers and adjusting dosages.  

Thanks for your prayers, very much appreciated. 🙏🏼🙏🏼🙏🏼 

Peace and Good, Brenda” 
Jan. 31, 2023, ~ email from Brenda Rogers: “Asking for 

prayer for my new baby grandson, Azrael. He was born 
prematurely this morning. His due date was April 14th so he 
is very tiny, 2lbs 9oz. He’s in the NICU and doing as well as 

can be expected for such a preemie. Pray for his mama Sierra 
as well. She had a C-section. The baby had to be delivered 

because Sierra had eclampsia, very high blood pressure and 
other issues due to the pregnancy. Thanks in advance for 

prayers.” 
Feb. 1, 2023, from Joice: Kindly add Deacon Jim. He’s a 
little under the weather after assisting at last Sunday’s Mass 
at Queen of Angels. Thanks again and God bless all. Peace, 

Joice and Intercessory Prayer Team 
Jan. 30th 2023: Please keep our Sister Marilyn 

Gunnerson in your prayers, she has pneumonia. UPDATE: 
she is getting better ~ Praise God! 

Jan. 13, 2023, ~ Please pray for Camille Page’s son, 
Joseph, who is facing serious incarceration time with 

sentencing in August 2023. 
Oct. 7, 2022, ~ Please keep our brother Nik Peterson and 

his family in your prayers.  Nik’s mother passed away.  
Prayers please for the repose of her soul in your choicest 

prayers. 
July 27, 2022, ~ Prayers please for the repose of the soul 

of my husband Bob Boebinger.  Thank you all very 
much!  God Bless you abundantly! Lisa 
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For Gloria Torres’ intentions: For all needs of the 
fraternity, our Church, families, youth, homeless, displaced 

people in the world, souls in purgatory, lonely, those in 
prisons, all politicians that they bow their knees to the Holy 

Cross of Jesus. Amen! 
Please keep in your prayers, Bob Murray’s brother 

Richard Murray who has Parkinson’s. 
Please pray for our Brother Raul Bosque’, OFS. He is 

having health issues and is working with the doctors to find 
out what they are. 

Please pray for Sekoiya Spencer’s sons Darius and Jason. 
And please continue to keep your Fraternity brothers and 

sisters in your prayers along with their intentions. 
AND … Have you prayed for your Franciscan 

Prayer Partner lately? 
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Let us pray: 
Father of goodness and love, hear our prayers for the 

sick and for all who are in need. May they find 
consolation in your healing presence. Show your 
mercy as you close wounds, cure illness and free 
downcast spirits. May these special people find 
lasting health and deliverance, and so join us in 

thanking you for all your gifts. We ask this through 
the Lord Jesus who healed those who believed. Amen. 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

A JPIC Moment 
May 2023 

Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation:  
Patricia E. Grace, OFS, JPIC Animator, St. Francis Region 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in St. Francis and in Christ, 
 In June our country will commemorate Children’s 
Day on June 11 and World Refugee Day on June 20, 2023. 
The confluence of these dates led me to consider the issue of 
child refugees, and more broadly, how many children were 
displaced from their homes as a result of war or persecution, 
conflict, or violence. The numbers are staggering. Before we 
look at the numbers, let us keep our eyes on the human face 
of conflict. I offer you the following case study. 
 “David, a young man whose name has been changed 
for this story, lived in a small but lively village in a country in 
Africa, riddled with internal strife. However, David was only 
eight years old, and his focus was not on political upheaval 
but on football (soccer for those of us in the West). He was 
playing a heated game with his friends out in the streets 
about two blocks from home when the militia entered his 
village and everyone fled. He could not find his family and 
they could not find him. Several years later the family 
obtained refugee status and settled in San Diego, without 
David. Seven more years passed before the boy, now a man, 
and his family were reunited with the help of the U.N. and the 
U.S. consulate in his country of origin.  David was safe but his 
childhood with his family was lost forever.” 

The United Nations reports that worldwide, about 
36.5 million children had been displaced as a consequence of 
conflict and violence at the end of 2021 and the numbers 
continue to rise. Some of these children have been displaced 
within their own countries and thus do not meet the strict 
legal definition of “refugee.” However, even within the strict 
legal definition, children make up less than one-third of the 
global population but more than 40 percent of the world’s 
refugees. Some live in camps, others in shelters, all live 
outside of the homes, schools, and communities that have 
anchored their childhoods and provided them with a sense of 
safety and security. Let us join our Franciscan voices and 
offer our prayers for them.  

 As our fraternity councils meet in May to prepare 
June’s gatherings, we invite our councils to consider the 
following prayer as the JPIC Moment for June. For more 
information on child refugees, may I suggest the following 
two websites:  
https://data.unicef.org/ and https://www.concernusa.org/  
 The following prayer is offered to us by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. https://www.usccb.org/  
May our Lord God Give You Peace. 
Patricia E. Grace, OFS 
JPIC Animator, St. Francis Region 
 

Prayer for Migrants and Refugees 
Lord Jesus, when you multiplied the loaves and fishes, you 

provided more than food for the body, you offered us the gift 
of yourself, the gift which satisfies every hunger and 

quenches every thirst! Your disciples were filled with fear 
and doubt, but you poured out your love and compassion on 
the migrant crowd, welcoming them as brothers and sisters. 

Lord Jesus, today you call us to welcome the members of 
God's family who come to our land to escape oppression, 

poverty, persecution, violence, and war. Like your disciples, 
we too are filled with fear and doubt and even suspicion. We 

build barriers in our hearts and in our minds. 
Lord Jesus, help us by your grace, 

• To banish fear from our hearts, that we may 
embrace each of your children as our own brother 

and sister; 

• To welcome migrants and refugees with joy and 
generosity, while responding to their many needs; 

• To realize that you call all people to your holy 
mountain to learn the ways of peace and justice; 

• To share of our abundance as you spread a banquet 
before us; 

• To give witness to your love for all people, as we 
celebrate the many gifts they bring. 

MAY ALL THE GATHERED SAY 
AMEN 

 
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

And now, a list of all our up-coming Events for 2023. 
Remember, these are not cast in stone, and can 

possibly change.  Please take a moment to peruse 
this list and see what topic you would like to present 

at our Fraternity Gatherings: 
May 2023 
Sat. 6 Fraternity Gathering ~Marilyn - Looking to Francis 
Book ~ Chptr 7: Francis on Suffering and Joy 
JPIC Moment: Lorraine: Animal Welfare 
Mon. 29 Council Meeting ~ Bob D. ~ Profession, Session 2 
 

June 2023 
Sat. 3 Fraternity Elections ~ Conducted by the Region 
NO JPIC Moment 
NO On-going Formation 
Mon. 26 Council Meeting ~ Calendar Planning? New 
Council  
What Date?  Old Council and New Council Lunch, where? 

 
July 2023 
Sat. 1 Fraternity Gathering ~? - Looking to Francis Book ~ 
Chptr 8: Francis’ Sacramental Vision 
JPIC Moment: ? 
Mon. 31 Council Meeting ~ ? 
 
August 2023 

https://data.unicef.org/
https://www.concernusa.org/
https://www.usccb.org/
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Sat. 5 Fraternity Gathering ~? - Looking to Francis Book ~ 
Chptr 9: Francis and the Culture of Chivalry 
JPIC Moment: ? 
Mon. 28 Council Meeting ~ ? 
 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 

(He who sings well, prays twice! ~~ St. Augustine) 

Song for our Fraternity Gathering for May 6th. 

Hail Mary:  Gentle Woman 

by Carey Landry 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 

Blessed are you among women and  

blest is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

Pray for us sinners now 

and at the hour of death.  Amen. 

Refrain:  Gentle woman, quiet light, 

morning star, so strong and bright, 

gentle Mother, peaceful dove, 

teach us wisdom; teach us love. 

Verse 1:  You were chosen by the Father; 

you were chosen for the Son. 

You were chosen from all women 

and for woman, shining one. 

Refrain:  Gentle woman, quiet light, 

morning star, so strong and bright, 

gentle Mother, peaceful dove, 

teach us wisdom; teach us love. 

Verse 2:  Blessed are you among women, 

blest in turn all women, too. 

Blessed they with peaceful spirits. 

Blessed they with gentle hearts. 

Refrain:  Gentle woman, quiet light, 

morning star, so strong and bright, 

gentle Mother, peaceful dove, 

teach us wisdom; teach us love. 

Teach us wisdom; teach us love. 

 

Text: Hail Mary, based on Luke 1:28, 42.  Text and music © 1975, 1978, Carey 
Landry.  Publish by OCP.  All rights reserved. 

 
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

Our Prayers that We Pray at each Fraternity 
Gathering: 

For our Excused Members:  O God Our Father, look with 
favor on our excused members, Donna, Raul, Jim, and 

Gloria.  Bless them Lord with an awareness of Your 
Presence and give us the willingness to call them or visit 

them on a regular basis that they will know of our love for 
them.  In the Name of Our Brother Jesus.  Amen. 

For our Deceased Members:  Almighty Father, source of 
forgiveness and salvation, grant that our sisters and 

brothers who have passed from this life may, through the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, 
come to share Your Eternal Happiness through Christ Our 

Lord.  Amen.  Eternal rest, grant unto them, O Lord.  And let 
perpetual light shine upon them.  May they rest in peace.  

Amen. 

*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
 

And now some Photos from our 
Elite Newsletter Photographer, 
Joice Quinsaat, OFS:   

 
 

Photos of our Fraternity Lenten 
Retreat given by Fr. Mike Guinan, 

OFM on Saturday, March 4, 2023 
 
 

Fr. Mike 
Guinan 

and 
Arsenio 

Benedicto, 
OFS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attendees at Fr. Mike Guinan’s Retreat 
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Feeding of the Homeless and Poor in the Park on 
March 15, 2023 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Lenten Retreat given by Br. Kip Ledger OFM 
Cap. on Saturday, March 18, 2023 

Theme: Penance 
 

 
Br. Kip Ledger, OFM. Cap. 

 

 
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 
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And now some Photos from our #2 
Elite Newsletter Photographer, 
Arsenio Benedicto, OFS:   

 
The Annual Ramadan Iftar – 

Interfaith Dinner and Program at 
the Islamic Society of Corona-Norco 

Mosque 

Our Secular Franciscan Table:  
David, Lisa, Lawrencene Dak, Bob, Bruce, Arsenio & 

Christine Benedicto. 

 

 
 

 
 

Bruce, giving his 
speech, 

representing St. 
Matthews Church 

and the Secular 
Franciscan Order 
(be sure to read 
Bruce’s speech 
shown in his 

Minister’s Letter on 
the front of this 

newsletter.) 

 
*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~* 

 
 

Stay safe and be healthy. 
Please use the rest of this page for your Fraternity 

Gathering notes. 

 


